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Comets Section

Report by Carl Hergenrother,
section coordinator
carl_hergenrother (@ ajpo-astronomy. ong

Maost of 20019 has been lacking with
respect to easy-to-observe visual comets,
The last three months of the vear will be
a walcome chandga as two long-period
comaets are expected to be brighter than
Sth magnifud.e.

The first visual comet, C/2018 W2
[Adricana), reached perihelion on
Seplember 5 al 1.45 au and passed
within 0.49 au of Earth on September
27, As October begins, Comet Alricano
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shiould still be near its maximum
brightness between magnitude 7.5 and
8.0. October sees the comet starting a
rapid fade to 10th magnitude by late
October, 12th magnitude by late
November, and 14th magnitude by late
December. Since it is a dynamically old
lomg-period comet, its post-perihalion
fading may not be as precipitous as
predicted hera.

Northern hemisphere ohsorvers will find
C/Africano well- placed in the evening
sy at the start of October, lts southern
motion makes it a difficult object for
northern observers by November. It is
well-placed for southern hemisphere

Ephemerides for Comet C/2017 T2 (PANSTARRS) and

Comet C/2018 W2 (Africano)
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Sketch of comet C2018 W2 (Africano) by Michel Deconinck with a Takahashi Mewdon 250.

observers the entire quarter as it
iraverses Pisces (Oct 1-3), Aquarius (Ot
3-14), Pisces Australis (Oct 14-27), and
Grus (Oct 27-Mar 7).

The second visual comet is C/2017 T2
(PANSTARRS). This dynamically new
long-period comet has been brightening
slowly since its discovery back in early
Oetober of 2017, Perihelion doesn't
occur until 2020 May 4 at 1.62 au.
Closest approach to Earth (at 1.66 au)
ocours only a few weeks after perihelion.
This come is intrinsically bright. As a
poinl of comparison, it is intrinsically —2
magnitudes brighler than C/2018 W2,
The greater geocentric rangs resulls in a
peak brightness of 8th magnitude for Cf
2017 T2 which is similar to C/2018

W2 Bui its greater intrinsic brighiness
resilts in the comet being brighter than
10th magnitude for -9 months (from
2019 Decamber to 20020 August),

C/PANSTARRS starts October at ~12th
magnitude and brightens to magnitude
9.4 by New Year's Eve. It will be located
at northern declinations, thereby making
it well-placed for northern hemisphere
observers as it moves through Taurus
({Oct 1-6), Auriga (Oct 6-Dec 3), Perseus
(Dec 3-20), and Camelopardalis (Dec 20-
30).

Image Caption: Sketch of comet Cf
2018 W2 (Africano) by Michel
Deconinck with a Takahashi Mewlon
250,

As always, the Comet Section is happy
io receive all comet observations,
whether images, drawings, magnitide
estimates, and even specira. Please send
yourr observations via email to

carl. hergenrothen@alpo-astronomy.org
Drawings and images of current and past
comets are being archived in the ALPO
Comets Section image gallery at hfpof
www alpo-astronormy. ongigaliens”

main php?g2 itemid=4431

Visit the ALPO Comets Section online at
www alpo-asironony orgicomet
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